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8 MARY STREET

071971901020200
8 MARY STREET, KEMPTVILLE
PLAN 11, PART LOT E GORDON SERVICE

MARGARET NEWBY
KEMPTVILLE, ON
K0G 1J0

Background: The owner of the subject property has formally requested that his house be designated as
a Heritage Building. The request was forwarded to the Township’s Local Architectural Conservation
Advisory Committee, who reviewed the matter at its February 3rd meeting. It was the opinion of the
Committee members that the property was worthy of designation and they passed a Resolution
recommending to Council that it proceed with the designation process. The Committee also requested
that the staff advisor prepare a report outlining the reasons for designating the property (see Statement
of Reason for Designation). The proposed designation as approved by LACAC and as recommended by
staff would protect the exterior on the building only, and in particular those architectural elements
listed in the Statement of Reason for Designation. Statement of Reason for Designation: The property at
8 Mary Street in the former Town of Kemptville is deemed to be of architectural and historical
significance. In 1857, Kemptville was formally incorporated as a village. On April 27th 1863 a surveyed
plan of the new village (Plan 11), prepared by the Provincial Land Surveyor John Burchill, was deposited
at the County Registry Office. This Plan formed the basis of the layout of streets and lots in the new
Town of Kemptville. Prior to that time, these particular lands were owned successively by Captain Peter
Drummond (1802 -1819), John Boyce (1819), Thomas McCarger (1819 -1826), Lynn (Lyman ?) Clothier
and Asa Clothier (1826 -1839), Lyman Clothier (1840 -1850) and Gordon Service (1850 - 1872). It was
probably during the ownership of Gordon Service, after whom this Town Lot was named, that the
present dwelling was constructed, during the latter part of the nineteenth century. When the property
was conveyed by the Will of Armenia Beach to Mina C. Barnhard on July 26th 1906, the building is noted
as follows; “.... I GIVE, DEVISE AND BEQUEATH unto my daughter Mina C. Barnhard, wife of Wesly Roy

Bardhard of the City of Ottawa in the County of Carleton, Merchants Clerk, the Easterly One-Half of that
portion of said Block of land now owned by me, and upon which is erected a Frame Dwelling, and which
is now rented and occupied by one Mrs. Mills.” The 1908 Fire Insurance Map of the Town also shows the
building in its present configuration, and apparently without the front and side porch. This building is
the mirror image of the house to the west (6 Mary Street), and local tradition has it that the two
dwellings were built for two sisters, although this is probably based on the information in the Will of
Armenia Beach. This building is a particularly well-preserved example from that era of Kemptville’s
development, which saw it expand from a small mill village to a more commercially diversified town. It is
historically important as one of the few remaining examples of a working class dwelling of that time,
whose details have not been obscured by modern renovations. Architecturally, it is a one and one-half
storey frame dwelling, which is L-shaped in plan. This is a transition from the typical style of early
nineteenth century residences, which were smaller proportioned and rectangular in plan. The house is
clad in its original beveled clapboard and is balloon-frame type construction. This was also an evolution
in the style of construction from the earlier post-and-beam or log buildings. The clapboard cladding
displays the original typical details such as flat corner boards and flat window and door surrounds. The
eave details consist of flat fascia and soffit boards without any of the dentil trim, brackets, vergeboards,
etc that were characteristic of more refined dwellings of the time. The front door is off-set in accordance
with an interior side-hall plan, which again shows the evolution from the centre-hall plans of earlier
periods. The front door is a reproduction that is based on side door, which is original. The original twoover-two sash windows show the evolution of construction materials which saw the development of
larger size glass panes during this time. The original milled cedar shingle roof is still intact under the
existing sheet steel roofing. This designation covers only the exterior north and west facades and does
not include the chimney, steel roof cladding or porch, which are later additions.

13-17 CLOTHIER STREET EAST

071971901507900
13-17 Clothier Street East, Kemptville
PLAN 11, BLK 13, PART LOT 2;
PART 1 ON 15R-7363

2313796 ONTARIO LTD
1302 ESSEX ST
C/O KARL RASMUSSEN
OTTAWA, ON
K1H 7P2

The building located at 13-17 Clothier Street East, Kemptville is being designated as being of
architectural and historical value. Early records from the Land Registry Office and legal instruments
such as Deeds and Indentures indicates that the building dates to c. 1862. The building is referred to
as: “that certain two storey stone building situate on the North side of Clothier Street, and erected on
the east half of lot number 2, Block 13, on the North side of said Clothier Street, according the plan
made by John Burchell, dated the 3rd of March, 1862.” The exact purpose for which the building was
constructed is unclear. The building style as well as its location at the commercial hub of the growing
young village of Kemptville indicates it was two commercial enterprises on the ground floor with

residential quarters on the second floor. On April 3, 1923 The Loyal Orange Lodge, No. 334 purchased
the property from John A. Pelton for $3000. The Lodge’s meeting and regalia rooms were on the
second floor with public space for dances, parties and other social events on the first floor. In 1929
The Bell Telephone Company of Canada leased the east half of the first floor as well as the basement
until the early 1960s when the automated exchange located on Thomas Street was commissioned.
Local attorney Gerry Loucks conducted his law practice on the west side of the ground floor for many
years. The Loyal Orange Lodge No. 334 sold the building in 1984.
Architectural Significance: The building located at 13-17 Clothier Street East, Kemptville is constructed
in the Neo Classical Commercial Style marked by the near symmetrical placement of doors and
windows. It is typical of commercial buildings that once dotted main streets across Eastern Ontario.
The front facade is made up of even coursed, cut limestone masonry while the east, west and rear
sides are rough-cut masonry. There are three entrances on the ground floor commercial level
arranged in a 1-2 pattern. The western most entrance on the ground floor leads to the second floor
and mimics the dimensions of the entrance to the eastern section of the ground floor. The next door
leads to the western section of the ground floor and mimics in dimensions the window on the most
eastern side of the ground floor. The three entrance doors are topped with vertically bisected
transoms. The doors and windows on both floors are arched topped with cut-stone voussoirs and lugstyle bush-hammered limestone sills. The second storey windows have the original eight over eight
double-hung sash windows that have been modified to two over two. The eaves are embellished with
four equally spaced wooden brackets. The interior of the building retains many of its original features.
The eighteen foot ceilings are clad in the original pressed tin. The floors on the ground floor are
covered in three inch maple strips. The second storey floors are covered in the original six inch pine
flooring. The heritage designation, under the Ontario Heritage Act, Part IV, is restricted to the south,
east and west facades of the exterior of the building including the windows and entrances as well as
the tin ceiling on the first floor of the interior.

ACTON’S CORNERS SCHOOL HOUSE – 1631 COUNTY ROAD 43

071971601505800
1631 COUNTY ROAD 43
CON 2, PART LOT 16;
PARTS 1 & 2 ON 15R9293

JOSEPH AZIZ & MICHELLE CROOK
KEMPTVILLE, ON
K0G 1J0

Acton’s Corners School (S.S. No. 6) is designated as being of architectural and historical value. The land
for the school was purchased in three separate parcels. The first was a quarter-acre, which was sold on
20 March 1858 by John Sellick for three pounds. The second piece was a surrounding quarter-acre which
was sold on 13 March 1905 by Andrew Percival for $10.00. The Trustees who were responsible for
purchasing additional land for the new building were; W.H. Edwards, John Cassidy, and Herbert Pearson.
The third piece was a half acre lot to the east which was sold on 22, December 1945 by Jarvais Main for
$15.00. This school is the second to be built on this site, known as the Acton’s Corners School. The first
school on this property, a stone building, was built in 1858. It was torn down in 1905 and the present
school was built in 1905. Architectural Significance The building is one-storey and is nearly square in plan
with a projecting front porch, symmetrically placed in the middle of the front facade. The entrance
annex is flanked by a large 2 over 2 double hung sash windows, on either side. The same type of
windows are present on both sides of the building, but there are no windows on the rear (north) wall in
order to accommodate the blackboards on the interior. The main portion of the building has a hip roof,
clad in pressed metal roofing panels with a belfry situated symmetrically on the centre ridge. A corbeled
brick chimney at the back of the roof serves the single wood-stove used to heat the building. The belfry
has a hip-style roof with bell-caste eaves, clad in the same type of pressed metal roofing panels as the
main roof. It is accentuated by a finial at the peak. The original school-bell is still in place. The entrance
annex has a front gable-style roof also clad in the same pressed metal roofing. All three roofs have the
same eave detail, differing only in scale, consisting of a vertically-paneled wood frieze and moulded
fascia accentuated by decorative moulded brackets in the Italianate style. The eave-trim is returned on
the front gable of the annex facade. The building is constructed of coursed cut sandstone with large cut-

stone quoins at the corners, window and door returns. The masonry work has been done by J.W.
Morrison and Jim Percival. A projecting rock-faced belt-course gives the building the appearance of
being set on a plinth in the Classical tradition of public buildings. The windows have rough-cut stone
voussoirs and projecting lug-style cut sandstone sills. The front door sill is a large, projecting, lug-style
block of trimmed limestone with a bush-hammered finish. -1- The sandstone lintel over the front
entrance door bears the following inscriptions: “W.H. EDWARDS J. CASSIDY H.F. PEARSON TRUSTEES”
(on the left side) “S.S. NO. 6 A.D. 1905" (in the middle) “W.J. JOHNSTON CONTRACTOR T. YOUNG
INSPECTOR” (on the right side). The entrance consists of paneled double doors with a two-light transom
above. The pre-cast concrete front stairs are of modern vintage and are not included in the designation.
Portions of the interior of the building are also designated as being heritage. Most of the school’s
original interior is still intact, including the blackboards, wall and ceiling paneling and built-in paneled
library cupboard. The hardwood floors, and ash walls and ceiling paneling were (probably) constructed
by Ormond Barnard (?). The school contained a library of over three hundred volumes, an organ, and a
teacher’s desk. The original Finlay box-stove was still used until recently to heat the building. Changes
over the years have included, the roof being painted in June, 1946, and the masonry was re-pointed in
October, 1947 by Mr. George Snowden and Son of Bishop’s Mills. In 1964, when the smaller rural
schools were closed, and the students were transferred to the common township school in Oxford Mills,
the old school became the Acton’s Corners Community Hall.

ARCAND FARM – 313 FRENCH SETTLEMENT ROAD

071972101508750
313 FRENCH SETTLEMENT ROAD
CON 8, PART LOT 3;
PARTS 5ON 15R5777

HOWARD WAGMAN & TAMMY KIRKHAM
KEMPTVILLE, ON
K0G 1J0

The former Township of South Gower, unlike the neighboring municipalities of Oxford and Wolford was
surveyed with its concessions numbering from south to north. Settlement also seems to have occurred
in that pattern, with the early population concentrating around the villages of Heckston and Pelton’s
Corners. While the initial surveying of the Township began in 1799, it was not completed until 1830. The
first grant of land for Lot 3 in Concession 8 from the Crown, was not made until December 13th 1872, to
MaryAnn Bower. On that same date, the entire 200 acres contained in Lot 3 were conveyed from her to
(Dr.) Charles Ferguson of Kemptville. Prior to that, the Walling’s Map of 1861-62 (as reproduced in the
“Historical Atlas of Leeds & Grenville” does not show that area of South Gower as even being accessible
by a road. Also, the map does not list any settlers’ names in that area, as occupying the lands. Curiously,
despite the absence of any names on the Walling map and despite the fact that the lands were still
owned by the Crown until late in 1872; the 1861 Census of South Gower enumerated a large number of
residents, including two Arcand (“Arcaw”) families, who were later known to reside on Lot 3. In addition
to the Arcand family, there were others enumerated in the same census with names which were
obviously of French origin (i.e. Valcore and Sabourin, spelled “Sabra”), indicating that there was a pocket
of French Canadians who had settled there from their previous place of residence in Lower Canada.
There were two Arcand families, which were shown in the 1861 Census. The first was that of “Christmas
(probably anglicized from “Noel”) “Arcaw” and his wife Clarisa (?), along with their five children (Francis,
Sarah, Louisa, Lewis and Henry). The second family was that of Leon “Arcott”, his wife Sarah and their

three children Leon, Felix and Rose. All of the adults of both families are listed as having been born in
Lower Canada. Interestingly, all of their children are shown as being born in Upper Canada. The oldest
child at the time of the census was Christmas’ son Francis, who was 8 years old in 1861, thus putting his
date of birth as c. 1853, in Upper Canada. This gives some indication of the date of the family’s arrival in
Upper Canada, although not necessarily in South Gower. History of Property Ownership: The location of
the subject lands are in the West ½ of Lot 3 in the Eighth Concession of South Gower. As noted
previously, the original Crown Patent was only granted in December of 1872, to Mary Ann Bower, who
immediately conveyed it to (Dr.) Charles Frederick Ferguson. Over the next ten years a series of
mortgages and assignments were registered against the landholding, which consisted of the entire 200
acres of both the East ½ and West ½ of Lot 3, Concession 8. On December 3rd 1881 the Mortgagee,
Andrew Blackburn, entered into an Agreement for Sale of the -1- lands with “John Christmas Arcaw &
Francis Arcaw” (Instrument № C-482), for the sum of twelve hundred dollars, payable in six annual
installments of $200 each. There appears to have been some problem with the conveyance, since the
Arcaw’s signed a Quit Claim Deed a month later in favour of Mr. Blackburn (i.e. signed on January 2nd
1882, and registered on March 6th 1882 as Instrument № D-505), in acknowledgment of them receiving
$200 from him (i.e. their first installment returned ?). On the same date (March 6th 1882), Andrew
Blackburn also registered the conveyance of all of Lot 3 “Under Power of Sale” to Elizabeth Ferguson,
the wife of the Kemptville physician, Dr. Charles Frederick Ferguson (Instrument № D-506), for the sum
of $1,581. Six months later, on September 19th 1882, the lands were again conveyed to “John Christmas
Arcaw & Francis Arcaw,” this time from Elizabeth Ferguson for the sum of sixteen-hundred dollars. On
July 18th 1888, a series of Deeds were registered, which conveyed lands in Concession 8 from John
Christmas Arcaw and his wife Clara to their sons. The West ½ of Lot 3 containing 100 acres more or less
was sold to Francis Arcaw for the sum of $366.67 (Instrument № D-881). The portion of Lot 6 in
Concession 8 “lying South of the Public Traveled Road Running across said lot ” containing 100 acres
more or less, was sold to their son Henry Arcaw for the sum of $366.67 (Instrument № D-883). On the
same date, the East ½ of Lot 3 Concession 8 was sold by John Christmas Arcaw, his wife Clara and their
son Francis Arcaw to Lewis Arcaw for the sum of $366.67 (Instrument № D-885). On December 7th
1895, “Louis Arkaw” died intestate. Subsequently, a Deed was registered on December 18th 1895, to
convey the Northerly (or Rear) 20 acres of the East ½ of Lot 3 Concession 8 from Louis Arcaw and his
wife to Levious Sabra (Instrument № E-1254). The conveyance probably occurred prior to Louis’ death
and the Deed was registered later. Letters of Administration were filed on January 7th 1896 (Instrument
№ 2-1096), granting the administration of Louis’ estate to his widow, “Mary Ann Arkaw.” The remaining
portion of the East ½ of Lot 3 Concession 8 (i.e. without the Northerly 20 acres) was then sold to Francis
Arcaw by Mary Ann Arcaw (as Administrator of Louis Arcaw’s estate), for the sum of $795, by
Administrator’s Deed registered on March 6th 1896 (Instrument № E-1269). Francis Arcaw now owned
nearly all of Lot 3 Concession 8, with the exception of the Northerly 20 acres, which had been sold to
Levious Sabra. The Will of Francis Arcaw was dated September 30th 1897, but was registered on
November 24th 1897 (Instrument № 2-1218), indicating that his death occurred sometime between
those two dates. In his Will, Francis bequeathed all of his property to his wife Sarah Arcaw, “during the
term of her natural life and after her decease to [their] two children Francis Joseph Arcaw and Mary
Arcaw absolutely, share and share alike.” Francis also appointed Sarah as the sole executrix for his
estate. It appears that the 100 acres of the West ½ of Lot 3 Concession 8 was conveyed to Francis Joseph
Arcaw. Francis Joseph Arcaw’s Will is dated August 16th 1915, but he died on January 24th 1922. In the
administration of his estate, his widow and executrix “Elizabeth Arcand” and her co-executor “Michael
Arcand” conveyed the West ½ of Lot 3 Concession 8 to Michael (Joseph) Arcand and his wife Rose
Arcand, for the sum of $1,500 (Instrument № F-2521) . Michael Joseph Arcand died on May 15th 1962.
His widow and sole executrix of his estate, Rose Arcand, conveyed the 100 acres in the West ½ of Lot 3
Concession 8 to Claud D. Mulligan and -2- Audrey T. Mulligan (Instrument № 12190), thus breaking the

chain of family ownership of the Arcand homestead. Architectural Significance: Despite the fact that the
lands in Lot 3 Concession 8 were held by the Crown until December 1872, the Arcand (“Arcaw”) family
appears to have settled there as early as 1853, and perhaps earlier. The first documentary record of
their presence occurs in the 1861 Census, which also indicates that the family of “Christmas Arcaw” was
living in a one storey log house, at the time. If it is assumed that the first log house which was
constructed on the property was a more modest dwelling, then the present dwelling on the property is
probably a second dwelling constructed sometime later. During renovations of the present residence in
the 1990's a copy of the “United Canada” newspaper, dated Saturday, October 22nd 1892, was found
between the log walls and the interior strapping on the ground floor. An 1890 Canada large penny was
found in the framing around the upstairs gable window. Both of these artifacts support a date of
construction in the early 1890's. The house is one and one-half storeys in height and is constructed of
squared logs. Vertical board and batten siding was installed over the exterior face of the logs and was
probably the intended original finish. Stucco has since been applied to the board and batten siding and
is not considered as part of the designation. The foundation under the main log portion of the house is
made of roughcut, rough-coarsed limestone. The original two-over-two sash windows still exist in some
locations. There is a central gable in the second storey at the front of the building that contains a twoover-two round-headed sash window, which confirms the late nineteenth century date of construction.
The rear kitchen wing also appears to date to the late nineteenth century. The kitchen wing was
originally clad in ship-lap wood siding, which has since been replaced with board-and-batten siding
which is not included in this designation. The original cedar roof shingles still exist under the modern
sheet steel roof, which is not included in the designation. The original corbeled brick chimneys are no
longer present on the main portion of the house or the kitchen wing. The front door is not original, and
is not included in the designation. The front porch and rear carriage shed wing are later additions and
are not included in the designation. Despite the number of changes over the past century, this house is
still one of best preserved examples of a board-and-batten clad, squared-log dwelling in the Township.
There is a large barn / stable building on the property, which appears to date to the turn of the
twentieth century and was built by Maurice Arcand. The lower portion is constructed of cordwood,
which was the remnants of some of the earlier log buildings from the homestead. The upper storey of
the barn is clad in vertical board siding. This structure is also included in the designation, since it is one
of the few surviving examples of stack-wall construction in the area. Both buildings are integral parts of
a cultural landscape which includes several related outbuildings in their historic configuration, reflecting
the mid-nineteenth century settlement pattern in the Township.

ARMOURIES – 25 REUBEN CRESCENT

071971901042600
25 REUBEN CRESCENT, KEMPTVILLE
CON 3, PART LOT 26;
FIRE HALL

MUNICIPALITY OF NORTH GRENVILLE
285 COUNTY ROAD 44
KEMPTVILLE, ON K0G 1S0

On February 1st, 1902, the “Municipal Corporation of the village of Kemptville” purchased seventeen
acres of land from Elijah Bottum (“unmarried farmer of the village of Kemptville”) lying in Lot Twenty-six
in the Third Concession of Oxford. These lands would form part of what would later become Riverside
Park. The transaction was authorized by Kemptville By-law 331, which was passed on October 15th,
1901.
The Village subsequently conveyed part of this landholding to “His Majesty King George the Fifth in the
Right of the Government of Canada” on February 20th, 1920. The size of this parcel was nine-thousand,
six-hundred and twenty-one square feet (9621 sq. ft.), or 0.22 of an acre. The day after this conveyance
(February 21st, 1920), a Memorandum of Agreement between the same parties was registered on title,
setting out the rights and responsibilities of the Village and the Federal Government. The land had been
sold to the Crown:

“… for the purpose of erecting thereon a Drill Hall at an expense not less than seven thousand
dollars ($7,000) for Militia purposes and requirements….[And the Crown] has caused to be erected
thereon a building suitable for the purposes aforesaid, and of a size, appearance and architecture fully in
accordance with their agreement in that respect.”
The tone of this and other clauses in the Agreement seem to indicate that the Drill Hall had already been
constructed on the property, and that there was an earlier agreement between the parties. This latter
point is reinforced in the preamble to the Memorandum of Agreement which states:
“Whereas by an unexecuted agreement entered into by the said Party of the First Part [the
Village] with the said Party of the Second Part [the Crown], the said Party of the First Part agreed to
convey that certain parcel of land….”
It would appear that this earlier “unexecuted agreement” between the parties may have contained
more details about the actual construction and architecture of the new Drill Hall. However, no copy of a
prior agreement has been found to date.
The registered Memorandum of Agreement contained further provisions concerning the use of the
lands. The Village had further agreed to convey to the Crown “the privilege of entering upon and
occupying those lands immediately adjacent to the said Drill Hall for drill purposes at such times as the
said lands may be available, which lands are more generally known as Riverside Park….” However,
access to the Park for drill purposes was “…subject to the right of the Oxford Township Agricultural
Society to use and occupy said Park according to the terms of an Agreement entered into by the
Corporation of the Village of Kemptville and the Oxford Township Agricultural Society dated the 21st ay of
February, 1920, whereby the said Corporation granted to the said Society the right and privilege of using
the said Riverside Park for the purpose of holding Exhibitions, Shows, or for such other purposes as is set
out in the said Agreement.”
Should the Village decided at any time to “dispose of, sell, or convey the said Riverside Park that is would
not be available for such military drill purposes, …. [then the Village] stipulated and agrees that it will
reserve out of the said Riverside Park not less than one acre immediately adjacent to the Drill Hall for
military purposes as aforesaid.”
The Drill Hall Agreement was binding on the parties for a period of twenty-one (21) years from the date
of its execution, and subject only to the condition that if the “Drill Hall be destroyed by fire or otherwise,
or should become deteriorated, or dismantled that it would not be suitable for the purposes aforesaid, or
if it should be abandoned for a period of three years, or if it should be removed at the instance of the
Party of the Second Part [the Crown] thereby avoiding the object and spirit of this Agreement, then this
Agreement may be cancelled…” At the end of the twenty-one year term, if neither Party exercised their
power of cancellation, the Agreement would continue in full force and effect until one of the Parties
decided to terminate it by giving “one year’s previous notice in writing.”
The Memorandum of Agreement between the Village and the Crown was not registered until February,
1920, and makes reference to an earlier “unexected agreement.” As previously noted, the tone of the
language in the registered Agreement indicates that the Drill Hall was constructed a few years earlier.
This would explain the existence of the “Armory” building shown in that location on the May, 1917, Fire
Insurance Plan of the Village; and since the building is shown on that Plan, it would indicate that it was
constructed sometime prior to that date again. This scenario also makes sense from an historical point

of view, since it would mean that the Armory / Drill Hall had been constructed during the First World
War, and not after the hostilities had ended on November 11th, 1919 (i.e. three months prior to the
execution of the Memorandum of Agreement).
This earlier date of construction is confirmed by an article in the Kemptville Advance of that era:
“The above fine building has recently been completed and was taken over by Capt. T. Ashmore
Kidd on behalf of the Militia Department, The building is situated near the entrance of Riverside
Park and is built of solid brick 92 feet, by 42 feet. It has three stories, basement, main floor and
gallery. The basement contains a shooting gallery and furnaces; the main floor is cement and
has sufficient space to drill two companies while an one thnd there are two armouries for the
arms and accoutrements of the company. The gallery consists of balcony and three meeting
rooms. The building is lighted with electricity and heated by hot air.”
The notes on the May 1917 Fire Insurance Plan states “WDWS ALL SIDES” (i.e. windows on all sided).
The building also identified on the April, 1928, Fire Insurance Plan, with the notations “Armory, wdws all
sides, no water service for stand pipes”.
One local history noted that, “the present fire hall was originally the Armouries. In the fall of 1919 the
Kemptville Branch of the Great War Veterans Association was formed and they were allowed to hold
their monthly meetings here. There was a firing range in the basement where the High School Cadets
had rifle practice and the hall was sometimes used for dances also.”
The Fire Department records show that on June 13th, 1920, a fire occurred in the building, but there
appears to have been little damage according to the report:
“June 13th at 3:15 a.m. fire alarm sounded, fire being in Armouries. Chemical engine and
steamer responded, hose laid, 7 pails chemical used. Cause of fire unknown at present.”
However, in 1933 a more serious fire occurred which appears to have caused some more extensive
damage to the building:
“Oct. 11/33 at 6:20 p.m. alarm was turned in by Geo. Patterson for Fire in Armouries. Truck
responding first to Fire and doing valuable work in keeping fire in check until pumper got to
work. 1,400 ft of hose being laid, Siamese attached and two ¾ in. streams used in extinguishing
blaze. Two firemen i.e. A. Turcotte, R. Seymour overcome by dense smoke that pervaded the
building. Fire started in basement from defective wiring (cause determined by Engine [?] Major
Lyons from Kingston). Loss estimated at $1,500 to $2,000. No insurance on Bldg. Insurance
carried on property of Officers Mess $500. All Firemen responded to call except R. McCurdy.
Apparatus returning to Fire Station at 7:45 p.m.”
A subsequent entry in the Fire Department’s Minute Book on April 26th, 1935, notes that the “Regular
Meeting of the Fire Dept. held in Refurbished Armouries…” indicating that some repairs had been
completed there, possibly to repair damage from the fire in 1933. An old post card from that early era
still exists which shows a substantially different eave, cornice and parapet along the roof line then
presently exists today. There is still physical evidence of fire on the existing roof structural members,
and it I possible that the roof and eaves had to be replaces as a result of that fire.

The Drill Hall lands were eventually conveyed back to the Corporation of the Town of Kemptville from
Her Majesty the Queen on June 5th, 1972, for the sum of six-thousand dollars ($6,000). A few years prior
to that, the Kemptville Fire Department had moved into the building from its former location in the old
Town Hall at 15 Water Street.
Architectural Significance:
This building is a two-storey administrative structure, which was designed and built as a military drill hall
during the First World War, completed in 1914. It is rectangular in plan with a gable roof. It is built in a
vernacular Regency Revival style, characterized by its restraint of detailing and its flattened, segmentalheaded arch windows.
The building is constructed of structural brick laid in a stretcher bond pattern. The building is raised on a
stepped brick plinth foundation. All facades are highlighted by engaged pilasters, which terminate at
the corbeled brick frieze. The frieze on the gable-end facades has been modified from its original
corbeled brick battlement-style parapet.
The windows heads are segmental arches with soldier-course brick voussoirs and concrete keystone and
springer stones. The original large upper windows on the gable ends are divided vertically and
separated into three sections horizontally consisting of a 12-light fixed central sash flanked by 6-light
casement sidelights. The smaller windows in the lower portion of the rear gable-end consist of a 12light reverse-awning sash flanked by 6-light casement sidelights. All windows have plain lug-type sills
made of concrete. The lower storey window heads have flat arches with voussoirs consisting of soldier
courses of brick with concrete keystones and springer stones. Both gable ends have a round “bull’s eye”
window in the upper central portion of the façade, which have soldier course brick voussoirs and
concrete keystones at the four cardinal points.
The long walls of the building have smaller, eight-light reverse-awning clerestory windows. These
windows have plan lug-style concrete sills, but the flat-arch window heads have only soldier course brick
voussoirs with no concrete keystones or springer stones.
The original front and side entrances also have flat arch heads with alternating voussoirs of soldier
course brick and concrete keystones. The original entrance doors have been replaced at the side
entrance. The front façade has been extensively altered by the installation of three large garage doors
to accommodate fire engines. The roof, cornice and eaves are all later re-constructions, which were
probably re-built as a result of damage caused by the fire in 1933.
Designation Restrictions:
The designation includes the form, scale and massing of the building, including the roof shape and
includes the original exterior architectural elements of the building. The designation does not cover any
of the modern exterior alterations or additions and does not include the interior of the building.

BISHOPS MILLS COMMUNITY HALL – 38 MAIN STREET

071971602510100
38 Main Street, Bishops Mills
PLAN 8, LOT 15

BISHOPS MILLS COMMUNITY HALL TRUSTEES
C/O VICTOR DESROCHES
37 MAIN STREET
RR 2
OXFORD STATION, ON
K0G 1T0

The Bishop's Mills Community Hall is recommended for designation as being of architectural and
historical value. This one-storey brick building was constructed in 1878 as a temperance hall by the
Independent Order of Good Templars. These halls sprang up across Ontario in the latter half of the
nineteenth century to combat the perceived problem of excessive drinking. The hall served as a
meeting place for this fraternal order until the turn of the century when temperance societies went
out of fashion. In 1926, title to the property and building was granted and conveyed to Grantees “for
the use and purpose of the Community in General for a Community Hall”. The building has since been
used extensively by local residents for meetings, concerts, dances, parties, card parties, summer fun
programs, historical displays, and other special community events. Architecturally, the building is an
outstanding example of a late nineteenth century vernacular, temple-fronted institutional structure.
It is highlighted by segmental-arch headed window and door openings; sash windows; double (fourpanel) front doors with thumb latch hardware; cut rough-coarsed stone foundation; calcite datestone over the front door with inscription “Temperance Hall AD 1878 J. Wilson Builder”. The building
is clad in common-bonded red brick with contrasting marl-brick detailing the label mouldings over the
door and window heads; engaged corner pilasters and belt coarse. The brick window sills are a recent
replacement of original wooden sills. The interior of this building is not included as part of this
designation.

BURRITTS RAPIDS COMMUNITY HALL – 23 GRENVILLE STREET

071971601003900
23 Grenville Street, Burritt’s Rapids
PLAN 3, PART LOT 1 & PART MILL LOT

BURRITTS RAPIDS COMMUNITY HALL CORP
PO BOX 75
BURRITTS RAPIDS, ON
K0G 1B0

The Burritt’s Rapids Community Hall on Grenville Street is designated as being of architectural and
historical value. The building was constructed in the early nineteenth century as a general store. It
was owned by a local merchant, John French, in 1862.
Architecturally, this one and one-half storey frame building is an outstanding example of an early
nineteenth century vernacular temple-fronted commercial structure, of the Classical Revival style. It is
clad in narrow feather-edge clapboard and is highlighted by recessed paneled front doors, large
commercial style front windows, with paneled surrounds, engaged pilasters, with classical
entablature, returned eaves and small 12 over 8 upper sashes. The building has one gable on the
south side. The present modern roofing and furnace flue are excluded from this statement.

BURRITTS RAPIDS DAM

BED OF THE RIDEAU RIVER
PART LOT 5, CONCESSION 1
The remains of the dam across the Rideau River at Burritts Rapids is designated as being of historic
and architectural value. The timber and cut stone masonry of the weir are all that remain of the dam,
which is the last vestige of the milling industry that was instrumental in the establishment of Burritts
Rapids. During the late nineteenth century the dam provided water power for a cloth mill, grist mill,
shingle mill and saw mill. Daniel Burritt built the first saw mill on the Rideau River in the early
nineteenth century, which turned out enough lumber to build manyhouses in the community. Frame
houses eventually replaced the earlier log cabins in the area. Lumber from the mill was also rafted
downstream to Ottawa for construction of many of its first buildings.
In 1830, Terrance Smith of Smiths Falls built a three-storey frame building known as the Grist Mill.
Smith sold his mill to John Strachan French in 1840. In 1885, the mill was sold to Thomas and Henry
Dell and they in turn sold it to T.A. Kidd in 1892. The mill ground grain for local farmers. Eventually, it
fell into disuse and the building was torn down in 1951.
Alexander Kerr built a three-storey stone woolen mill across the river in 1850. It produced yarn, socks,
mitts and blankets and prospered during both World Wars, producing supplies for the Canadian

military. In December 1950, this mill which was the last survivor of the village’s pioneer industrial
past, was destroyed by fire.

CLOTHIER HOUSE – 8 CLOTHIER STREET WEST

071971901504700
8 CLOTHIER STREET WEST
PLAN 11, BLK 15, PART LOT 3 & 4;
PARTS 1 & 2 ON 15R-6907

J KENNETH MEWS
KEMPTVILLE, ON
PO BOX 1533
K0G 1J0

The building located at 8 Clothier Street West in the former Town of Kemptville is recommended for
designation as being of architectural and historical significance. Historical Significance The subject
lands were conveyed to Lyman Clothier Jr. from the estate of his father, Lyman Clothier Sr., by a Deed
dated June 21st 1839, and registered on July 20th 1839 as Instrument No H-272. He mortgaged the
property several times over the next few years. On February 2nd 1843 he mortgaged “. . .one third of
an acre more or less on which the said Lyman Clothier hath lately built a stone house. . .” and another
three acres and twenty rods to George Malloch of Brockville for £53 (Memorial No 254). This is the
earliest mortgage or deed which mentions the dwelling on the property, indicating that it was
constructed in 1842 at the latest. The date “1842” is also carved in one of the stones near the front
entrance of the house, although it is not known when this date was carved or by whom. On June 24th
1843, he mortgaged property including this house and its site for £892 and 4 shillings, a substantial
sum for those times, to Samuel Crane. This mortgage was registered on June 29th 1843 as Instrument
No J-375. On November 29th 1844, he again mortgaged the property, this time to George Malloch,
for the sum of £53 and five shillings (Instrument No K-108, registered on December 14th 1844). This
deed repeats the earlier statement about the stone house (in No 254) and adds “. . .in which he now
dwells. . .” In 1850, the Township of Oxford-on-Rideau was incorporated, and the Minutes of the
inaugural Council Meeting state that it was “. . .held at the House of Lyman Clothier, on Monday the
twenty first day of January, One thousand and eight hundred and fifty.” The Township Council
Meetings continued to be held there for many years. Clothier sold the house to George Weir on

October 1st 1850. The Deed was registered on May 12th 1852 as Instrument No A-507. Despite this,
some sources indicate that the inaugural meeting of the Council of the newly created Town of
Kemptville was also held here. “The first village council of the municipality of the village of Kemptville
met at the house of Lyman Clothier, on January 20th 1857.”1 H. F. Walling’s map of Kemptville from
1861-62 shows the building as owned by “G. Weir” and notes it as “ T. H.” (i.e. Town House, Tavern
House or inn). It has also been noted that the Mount Zion Masonic Lodge meetings were “held at
Lyman Clothier’s tavern, Clothier street, from 1845 to 1855.”2 Another source notes that it was “here
that adherents to the Roman Catholic Faith met when an itinerant priest came to celebrate Mass
before they had built their church.”3 That same source, however, notes later on that “the first Mass
in the Village of Kemptville was in Mr. Asa Clothier’s (Protestant) new log hotel.”4 1 “Kemptville Past
and Present” - p. 25. 2 Ibid., p. 63. 3 “Kemptville Centennial 1957" - p. 23. 4 Ibid., p. 37. Architectural
Significance The building is a one-and-a-half storey residential dwelling built in or circa 1842. It is
rectangular in plan with a gable roof and single-storey stone wing at the rear. It is built in a vernacular
style incorporating traditional Georgian and Neo-classical elements. This is most evident in the
centrally placed transitional front entrance door. The entrance has no sidelights and the fan transom
over the six-panel (cross-and-bible style) door is semi-elliptical rather than semi-circular in form. The
present owner has reconstructed the transom sash using the original frame and mortises and added a
new door, based on the original rear entrance door to the house. The entrance is flanked by a singlehung sash window on either side. The sashes appear to be replacements. There are four windows
(two upper and two lower) on each gable end. Masonry chimneys are incorporated in both gable end
walls. The house is constructed of rough coursed rough-cut limestone. The front façade is made up of
evenly cut and coursed stone, while the side and back walls are made up of random coursed rough
cut limestone. Cut stone voussoirs occur over all doors and window openings and cut stone quoins at
all building corners. The engaged stone chimneys extend through the eaves and terminate with flat
cap-stones added when the chimneys were rebuilt in 2001. The date “1842” is carved into one of the
upper stones on the east side of the front entrance. The existing metal roof is a later replacement, but
an original cedar shingle roof appears to be still intact underneath it. The original eave and cornice
details may be concealed under the existing modern aluminum fascia and soffit on the gable ends.
This designation extends to only the original exterior architectural features of the building.

FORMER CARNEGIE LIBRARY – 207 PRESCOTT STREET

071971901027600
207 PRESCOTT STREET, KEMPTVILLE
PLAN 11, BLK 11, LOT 1 & 2

6045219 CANADA INC
1362 REVELL DR
C/O BRUCE CHAPMAN
MANOTICK, ON K4M 1K8

Historical Background: The first library in Kemptville was established in c.1870 under the auspices of the
Mechanics Institute. It was housed for a time in the Fraser Block, which was located on the south-east
corner of Clothier and Prescott Streets. After a period of time, when it became less vital and was
eventually closed, the books were turned over to the Town and were stored at the Town Hall. In 1895,
the Province enacted the Public Libraries Act, which allowed for the establishment of libraries and their
Boards. On December 14th 1899, the Town Council of the day passed By-law № 324, “Being a By-law for
Establishing of a Public Library with the Assent of the Electors of the Village of Kemptville.” This Bylaw,
based on the petition of “C. F. Ferguson, C. P. Emery and ninety other electors ... praying for the
establishment of a Public Library under the PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACT,” set the date for the vote for the
assent of the electors on January 10th 1900. The vote was successful and the By-law to establish a Public
Library received third reading on February 5th 1900. On March 6th 1911, a deputation from the Public
Library Board attended the Town Council meeting to request that they contact Andrew Carnegie to
request a grant for the construction of a new library building. Four years earlier in 1906, Smiths Falls had
received a grant and their new facility had been visited by Mr. Carnegie that year. A reply letter from
Carnegie was tabled at the Kemptville Council meeting on May 1st 1911, and subsequently, on May 19th
, a committee was struck to work with the Library Board to draft a plan for the new building. At their
meeting on November 6th 1911, the Council agreed to purchase a lot on Prescott Street for the new
library, from Mrs. Mary Ann Buchanan for the sum of four-hundred and fifty dollars. They also instructed
their solicitor to prepare a contract with “the Palmer Lumber Co. for the erection and completion of the
proposed Carnegie Library according to plans and specifications furnished by the Architect.”
Confirmation of the availability of the grant funds was conveyed to the Town Clerk by a letter from Mr.
R. A. Franks, President of the Home Trust Company of Hoboken, New Jersey, dated November 23rd
1911. Mr. Franks advised the Clerk that; “Mr. Carnegie’s grant of $3000 for erection of Library Building
at Kemptville is now available and payments on this account will be made in installments of $500 or
$1000, upon architect’s certificate, as needed from time to time as work on the building progresses.

Please apply to us by letter for funds on this account, accompanied by architect’s certificate, certifying
to the amount due contractors for labor and material supplied on account of the building.” The grant
was apparently conditional upon the Council providing a site for the building and passing a by-law to
annually provide ten percent of the value of the grant to fund the library. The latter funding
arrangement was a standard condition on all of the later Carnegie Library grants and became known as
the “Carnegie Formula.” On December 15th 1911, the Reeve and Clerk were authorized “to execute the
contract with the Palmer Lumber Co. and the Dominion Concrete Co. for the erection of the proposed
Carnegie Library.” At the same meeting the purchase of the lot for the library from Mrs. Buchanan for
five-hundred dollars was also authorized. Completion of construction was scheduled for August 1st
1912, but it appears that the work was delayed. The minutes of the December 19th 1912 Council
meeting record as follows; “Moved by Mr. Adams and seconded by Mr. Purcell that the Clerk be
instructed to have our solicitor write Mr. Allister the Architect on the Carnegie Library explaining to him
his view as to the liability of the Palmer Lumber Co. to put a furnace in the Library, and to state that the
building was to be completed 1st August 1912.” The Chairman of the Library Board at the time was Rev.
R. J. Dumbrille, who was the father of Dorothy Dumbrille, the well known Canadian author and poet and
former resident of Kemptville until 1927. The first meeting of the Board in its new library was held on
January 24th 1913. The last payment to the architect, of forty dollars, was approved by Council on
February 3rd 1913. Three months later, Rev. Dumbrille approached the Council to have the Public
Library grounds levelled and seeded, and a committee was subsequently established to look after the
matter “in keeping with the suggestions of the Library Board.” Architectural Significance: The building is
a one-storey institutional structure designed by A. Stuart Allister in 1911. It is constructed of evencoursed rock-faced concrete block. The construction material may be “Boyd Block” which was produced
locally at Osgoode, Ontario. The building is rectangular in plan with a hip roof. It is built in a vernacular
classic style, incorporating a temple-front portico, symmetrically placed in the centre of front facade.
The building is raised on a plinth foundation, which is delineated by a belt-course consisting of plain
concrete block bevelled at the top. An engaged chimney, which extends through the eave and
terminates at a flat cap-stone, is located in the centre of the north facade. The open style front porch
has a straight run of stairs leading to the ground floor, with a Greek-classical style open guard-rail along
both sides of the landing. The protruding front-porch gable is supported by two stylized (Roman) Doric
columns. Similar style engaged pilasters are located at the junction of the porch roof with the front wall.
The columns and engaged pilasters are flat with no fluting. The original eave and cornice details are
concealed under modern aluminium fascia and soffit. The existing pressed metal roof appears to be
original. All of the distinctive style windows appear to be original. The front entrance door and transom
are modern replacements.

FORMER KEMPTVILLE TOWN HALL – 15 WATER STREET

071971901025400
15 WATER STREET, KEMPTVILLE
PLAN 11, BLK 11, LOT 1 & 2

MUNICIPALITY OF NORTH GRENVILLE
285 COUNTY ROAD 44
KEMPTVILLE, ON
K0G 1J0

Shortly after Kemptville had been incorporated in 1857, the Village had purchased a hand-pump fire
engine for its newly formed volunteer fire department. It is uncertain where the fire engine was
housed during that early period. On May 13th 1872, much of Kemptville’s downtown commercial core
on the south side of the Creek was destroyed by a fire, which started in a “machine shop and shingle
mill belonging to the late Ambrose Clothier,” 1 The fire progressed south along the east side of
Prescott Street, jumped Water Street and destroyed the Kernahan & Wood store on the northeast
corner. That building is identified on the 1861-62 H. F. Walling map. 2 The map also shows the
adjacent lands to the east, where the former Kemptville Town Hall and Fire Department were
subsequently located, as being vacant at the time. These apparently vacant lands (Lot 2 on the North
West Side of Water Street) were purchased, just over a year later by the Town of Kemptville. The
deed (Instrument № A-290) for this transaction was signed on September 16th 1873, and was
registered on September 27th 1873. The local Tweedsmuir history records that the fire hall was built
on this site in 1874. In 1881, in order to increase the efficiency of the fire department, the Village
Council decided to purchase a new steam engine. However, the new pumper was an 1884 vintage
Silsby Steamer, indicating that it did not arrive in the village until that date. Both vehicles appear to
have been housed in the building on Water Street, which also functioned as the Municipal Office,
Town Hall, Police and Fire Stations. The (revised) 1908 Fire Insurance Map of the Village shows the

building with a “70" foot tall hose tower on the rear (Creek) side. The notations “Town Hall” and
“Hose Tower” were noted on the building. The 1917 Fire Insurance Map shows the same building
outline with the notes; “Police & Fire Station” and “Hose Tower.” The 1928 Fire Insurance map again
shows a similar building outline (the rear wing appears slightly larger on this plan), with the notes:
“Fire Station,” “Off.” [i.e. Office], “Court Hse. 2nd “ and “Hose Tower.” The Tweedsmuir History
suggests that the hose tower was built soon after the purchase of the Silsby Steamer, thus dating it to
about 1884. The tower appears to have been built by two local carpenters, Edmund Jones and John
Murphy. The history and construction of the tower is recorded as follows; “It was a square tower with
stairs and landings alternating along its sides, until the top of the tower was reached. [sic] Early this
century the town purchased a resounding bell weighing a ton and cast in 1898. It was suspended
under the canopy built over the roof of the tower, and its vibrant thunderous peal reverberated to
the limits of the village beyond. 1 “Kemptville Past and Present ” - J. Carr Anderson, Editor, Originally
Published by The Kemptville Telegram (23 March 1903), March 1991 edition. 2 “Historical Atlas of
Leeds and Grenville” based on the 1861-62 H.F. Walling map -1- In 1935, this tower, built to help fight
fires, was itself, a prey to flames when the west side of the town hall caught fire from one raging in
the Parkinson Store-house close to it. Considerable damage was done, and for a time, many feared
that it would be so burned that thus weakened, that the heavy weight of the bell would cause the
tower to topple over and cause great damage. Fortunately, the fire was extinguished and in time,
repairs were made. But other changes came about, consequently the tower was of very little use; its
blackened, burned beams and frame were showing the wear of time and the tower was no longer
safe. As a result, the council decided to raze it, and a wrecking company moved in, lowered the huge
bell, then severed the ornamental top, and lowered it. After several storeys were severed, local men
took over and completed the demolition.” 3 The demolition of the hose tower occurred in 1957. The
details of this fire are recorded in the Minute Book of the Kemptville Fire Company: “September 16,
1935 At 10:00 a.m. alarm rang for Fire in A. Parkinson Store House close to Fire Station. Chemical and
Steamer responded. Steamer being placed on Johnston’s Dock and two lines of hose laid to service of
Fire. Engine taking 14 minutes to raise steam enough to give any water. Owing to this delay Town Hall
&Hose Tower caught, badly burning top of tower also cornice windows & roof of Hall. Cause of Fire
Plucking chickens with Wax. Wax boiling over on stove. Losses A. Parkinson Estimated $3,200.00
Covered by Insurance Town Hall $4,000.00 All Firemen responded except H. Dool H. Crobar working
from time of call to almost Six p.m. E. M. Elliott, Sec’y” In 1969, the fire department moved out of this
building and took up quarters in the old Armory building on Reuben Street. The bell was subsequently
moved to that site. The Water Street property also had a fire-dock at the Creek where the fire engines
could be filled, and the Municipal Scales used to be located in front of the building. 4 Architectural
Significance: The building is two storeys in height, rectangular in plan with a hip roof. It is constructed
of rough cut ,rough-coarsed limestone, and features segmental-headed arches over the door and
windows, with cut stone voussoirs and cut stone sills.. The four corners of the building have cut stone
quoins. The stonework has been parged over, and the parging is not included in the designation. 3
“Tweedsmuir History” for the Town of Kemptville 4 “A Boyhood Memory of Kemptville” - Melvin
Weedmark (Oxford-on-Rideau Historical Society) 1996 -2- Originally, there were two large garage
door openings in the west end of the south facade of the building to accommodate the fire engines,
however, these have been blocked in. Some of the original six-over-six window sashes are still in
existence. The two front doors at the main street level are also original. The eaves feature a deep flat
and unadorned frieze and wide flat soffits. The original eave details have been covered over with
modern materials which are not included in the designation. The present roof cladding is also modern
and is not included in the designation.

FORMER NORTH GRENVILLE DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL – 304 PRESCOTT
STREET
071971901032400
304 PRESCOTT STREET, KEMPTVILLE
PLAN 11, BLOCK 12, PART LOTS 10 AND 11;
PARTS 2, 5 AND 6 AND PART OF PARTS 1 AND 4
ON 15R9948; PART OF PART 1 ON 15R10907;
PART 3 ON 15R11017

UPPER CANADA DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
KEMPTVILLE, ON K0G 1J0

The property, known as the FORMER NORTH GRENVILLE DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL KEMPTVILLE PUBLIC
SCHOOL ANNEX, and known civically as 304 Prescott Street, Geographic Town of Kemptville, has cultural
heritage value or interest for its physical/design values, its historical/associative values, and its
contextual values.
The property has design value or physical value because it is a representative example of a school
structure and cenotaph within North Grenville.
The property has historical value or associative value because it has direct associations with a person,
activity, and institution that is significant to a community; and demonstrates or reflects the work of a
builder who is significant to a community. The school has direct associations to people (Honourable L.J.
Simpson, Holmes Construction Company of Kemptville), and contributes to the understanding of the
community and history of education in the district.
The property has contextual value because it is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the
character of Kemptville, it is visually and historically linked to its surroundings, and it is a landmark. The
school and cenotaph are considered landmark structures and contribute significantly to the local street
character. They are both also important in defining, maintaining or supporting the area of the
downtown core of the Geographic Town of Kemptville.
Heritage Attributes
 Its form scale and massing of the original school constructed in 1936;
 Its cut-face, rustic shale brick on the east façade;
 Its full-height projecting entryways on the east façade, including the windows and their
decorative elements;
 Its transom carving above the north entrance bearing the inscription “Kemptville Public School”;
 Its direct association with the history of the Town of Kemptville as well as the Province of
Ontario (as an educational institution) and the Municipality of North Grenville;
 Its contextual location of the Cenotaph as part of an important landmark gathering place which
visually links the school to its surroundings.

FORMER OXFORD-ON-RIDEAU TOWN HALL – 96 MAPLEWOOD AVENUE

071971602007600
96 MAPLEWOOD AVENUE, OXFORD MILLS
CON 5, PART LOT 16;
PART 1 ON 15R-7464

MUNICIPALITY OF NORTH GRENVILLE
285 COUNTY ROAD 44
KEMPTVILLE, ON K0G 1J0

The Oxford-On-Rideau Township Hall is recommended for designation as being of architectural and
historical value. This two-storey stone building designed by John Steacey, a prominent Brockville
architect, was built in 1875 by Ambrose Clothier of Kemptville. The stone for the exterior of the building
came from the nearby Harris Quarry. Originally the building had two large open halls which served as
the administrative and social centre for the Township. Built of broken coursed cut limestone, the
masonry details feature rock-faced quoins, voussoirs, keystones and belt-course; and the plain lug-style
window sills have a tooled finish. The large 6 over 6 single-hung sash windows have segmental-headed
stone arches, window frames and upper sashes. The building has a hip roof highlighted by an eight-sided
cupola. The eaves consist of a plain frieze and soffit accentuated by paired moulded brackets in the
Italianate, style. The main entrance consists of two three-paneled doors with heavy relief moulding
around the panels and is surmounted with a three-lighted segmental-headed transom. A marble datestone above the entrance bears the inscription, “TOWN HALL A.D. 1875 OXFORD erected by A. Clothier”.
The existing metal roofing, rear enclosed porch, front porch and concrete steps are recognized as recent
additions and are not subject to this designation.

GRAHAME’S BAKERY – 115 CLOTHIER STREET EAST

071971901508900
115 CLOTHIER STREET EAST, KEMPTVILLE
PLAN 11, PART LOT E GORDON SERVICE

RICKY GRAHAME
KEMPTVILLE, ON
K0G 1J0

Historical Background: The site of the bakery located at 115 Clothier Street East, in the village of
Kemptville is being designated as being of architectural and historical value. The building was first cited
as a bakery in the Land Registry Abstracts on May 7, 1888 when Alphaeus Patterson sold the property,
he had owned for three years, to John L. McBride for $1,200. The abstract notes the location and size of
the property and in addition that the sale includes “all implement & fixtures connected with bakery
business.” Although the business has changed hands several times, this bakery has served the
community, and the surrounding area over 120 years. The names of earlier proprietors have included
George A. McCaughey, George Eager, Bertram Frisby and the Grahame family. The Grahame tenure is
now under the management of the third generation, with the fourth already assisting their parents. The
business has been recognized many times over the years. The Municipal Council and the Kemptville and
District Historical Society passed a motion on October 1989 recognizing the wood fired oven. It was
featured in the Baker’s Journal, September/October, 1990 Anniversary Issue. It has served as a model
for a turn of the century bakery constructed at the Fort Steele Heritage Park in British Columbia. In 2006
Grahame’s Bakery was named to the Canadian Registry of Historic Places. Architectural Significance: The
bakery business at 115 Clothier Street East, Kemptville, is centred around the original wood fired brick
oven, as it has for over 120 years. It is one of the last wood fired brick ovens in Canada that operates
commercially. The brick oven measures 15 by 15 feet or 4.57 by 4.57 metres and is 30 inches or 76.2
centimetres high at the centre. It is made of firebrick with 6 inches or 15.24 centimetres of red sand

above and below for insulation. The front of the oven is rectangular and the back is sloped. The iron
hardware on the oven is original. Once the fire is started it takes approximately 2 hours to heat the
oven. There are no timers or thermostats. The oven can accommodate up to 250 loaves of bread. The
trial use of propane jets lasted exactly one day. The jets were unable to heat the bricks sufficiently and
therefore were removed promptly. The building housing the bakery dates back to c. 1888 when it was
known as the “Crown Bakery.” The heritage designation, under the Ontario Heritage Act, Part IV, is
restricted to the wood fired brick oven and the iron hardware.

MAPLEWOOD HALL – 96 MAPLEWOOD AVENUE

071971602007600
96 MAPLEWOOD AVENUE, OXFORD MILLS
CON 5, PART LOT 16;
PART 1 ON 15R-7464

MUNICIPALITY OF NORTH GRENVILLE
285 COUNTY ROAD 44
KEMPTVILLE, ON K0G 1J0

Historical Background Maplewood Hall (formerly Public School S.S. No. 8) is designated as being of
architectural and historical value. The property was procured from John Lindsay for one-hundred and
fifty dollars. The contractor was A. Willoughby and the contract was for nineteen-hundred dollars. The
stone was quarried from the Harris quarry on Bedell Road. S.S. No. 8 opened in September 1875 with W.
Thompson as principal and an attendance of approximately sixty pupils in the whole school. The Senior
room was on the south side and both the front and back exits were from this room. The Junior room on
the north side had two doors at the front on each side that entered into the Senior room. The front of
each room had blackboards which were actually back to back in the centre of the building. In the Senior
room there was a raised platform along the blackboard wall on which also sat the teacher’s desk. The
Junior room was all one level. The building was operated continuously as a school until 1964. There is a
porch on the front of the school with a bell tower and the bell was rung from this area. The back or west
side of the school was sheltered by a large woodshed that led out to the play area. This was situated in
the middle of the west wall, thus not covering any windows. Along the front perimeter of the school
there was a wood and iron fence with a small walking gate which led to the front door. This fence had a
flat 2" x 6" type of lumber top and bottom with U shaped rods going up and down and continuing all
around the Town Hall property. Architectural Significance Built of broken-coursed cut-limestone; the
masonry details of the building feature rock-faced voussoirs, keystones, plinth and quoins with chiseled
corners. The plain lug-style stone window sills have a bush-hammered finish. The large 12 over 12
double-hung sash windows have segmental headed stone arches, window frames and upper sashes. The

building has a rectangular plan with a projecting front entranceway, symmetrically placed in the centre
of the facade. It has a gable roof with a smaller gable over the front entranceway and is highlighted by a
decorative belfry, which features a bell-cast hip roof, decorative eaves, brackets and mouldings. The
original school bell is still in place in the belfry. Moulded inscriptions on the bell read, “Banduzn & Tift
Cincinnati Buckeye Bell Foundry 1892". -1- The support arms of the bell are marked with the inscription,
“Rotery Yoke Patton”. The eaves of the building have a simply moulded frieze and heavily moulded
decorative fascia on the gable ends. Originally, the building had two chimneys, one at each gable end.
Presently only one chimney remains, at the south end, and it is doubtful whether the masonry is
original. The main entrance has an eight-lighted segmental-headed transom. A marble date-stone above
the entrance bears the inscription, “School Section No. 8 A.D. 1875 A. Willoughby, Builder”. The existing
metal roofing, rear addition, rear porch, handicapped ramp, rear stairs, TV antenna and front door are
recognized as recent additions and are excluded from the designation.

RICKEY WAUGH’S GENERAL STORE – 11 BRIDGE STREET

071971602012000
11 BRIDGE STREET, OXFORD MILLS
PLAN 4, LOT 4

2099200 ONTARIO INC.
OXFORD MILLS, ON
K0G 1S0

The building located at 9 Bridge Street in the Village of Oxford Mills is designated as being of architectural
and historical value. The building was constructed as a general store, post office and living quarters in circa
1861 by Richey Waugh, who had purchased the land from Aaron Merrick in 1857, for the sum of twothousand pounds. Richey Waugh came to this area from Ireland in the 1830's as a young man, with his
parents and younger brothers and a sister. In 1842 he purchased the log dam, saw mill and stone grist mill on
the adjacent property from Asa Clothier. He replaced the log dam with one of stone, completed construction
of the grist mill and added a shingle mill. At the same time he opened a general store and Oxford Mills’ first
Post Office, in a frame house. In 1846, he served as Superintendent of Education for the District of
Johnstown, and later as Superintendent of Roads. The 1852 Census, lists his possessions as; a stone store, a
saw mill, a 1-storey frame house, 2 shingle mills; with a total of 14 employees and the value of the mills being
seventeen hundred pounds. When Kemptville was incorporated as a village in 1857 and ceded from the
township, Waugh became the first Reeve of the new Oxford Township Council. Sometime during this period
he built another stone house at 12 Bridge Street on the lot east of the mill. In 1879, he sold that residence to
the Anglican Church for use as its first Rectory. Richey Waugh died in Winnipeg at the home of one of his
children in 1882 at the age of 62. Architectural Significance: The building at 9 Bridge Street is a two and onehalf storey stone commercial structure. The two street facades are made up of even-coursed, cut limestone
masonry, while the stonework of the rear and east facades is rough-cut broken masonry. The window and
door openings are highlighted by cut-stone voussoirs and lug-style bush-hammered limestone sills. The lower
storey has large twelve and sixteen light original commercial style windows with plain masonry reveals. The
second storey has the original eight over eight single-hung sashes, but they have been modified to a two over
two configuration. The windows in the gable ends of the attic storey are the original six over six single hung
sashes. The ground floor has two commercial entrances complete with original entrance doors and transom
lights. The interior of the building is noteworthy since it contains elements from the original store, including

counter-tops and storage bins, as well as a fire-proof vault. The vault door is made of iron and bears the
maker’s name, “John Boyd - Montreal”. The heritage designation is restricted to the south and west facades
of the building, including the windows and entrances.

S.S. No. 3 – 535 CLOTHIER STREET WEST
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CHRISTOPHER & CHRISTINE ELLIS
KEMPTVILLE, ON
K0G 1J0

The property located at 535 Clothier Street West, is being designated as being of historical and
architectural value. The school was constructed in 1881 to replace the previous S.S. No. 3 (located
just to the east). It was erected on land purchased from Mr. George Keating and was built by Mr.
Thomas Longway. The blueprint for the school was provided by an architect named Mr. Wilson for a
cost of $700.
The inspector of Grenville County at this time was Rev. George Blair of Prescott. The first Trustee
Board consisted of Messrs. George Keating, John Dickinson and John Conn (who was the first teacher
at the original school in 1847). The first teacher in the new school was Mr. Frank Harris who was
engaged at an annual salary of $300. The first caretaker was Mr. Foster Powell at an annual wage of
$3. In 1935 the annual wage was $35.
In the Fall of 1934, this school was visited by the Assistant Inspector of Auxiliary Classes with the
object of ascertaining the need of starting an auxiliary unit for training handicapped children. The
necessary equipment was purchased at an approximate cost of $40. The work was carried out by the
teacher in charge, Miss E. Caldwell. Fourteen pupils began the auxiliary work in February of that year.
Architectural Significance:
The schoolhouse at 535 Clothier Street West was built in 1881. It is a rectangular, temple-front
building with a gable roof and portico. It is constructed of locally made red brick. It has marl brick

details on the corners (quoins) and originally had marl brick detailing over the windows and door. The
original marble date stone is still in place above the original portico. The inscription on the date stone
reads “S.S. No. 3 1881”. The rosette window with marl brick surround still remains in the gable over
the front portico. The foundation was constructed of cut, coarsed limestone. The window sills were
made of bush-hammered cut limestone. The front steps, while being narrowed since 1881, are still
the same cut limestone.
The original chimneys have been removed from both ends of the school. Also, all the keystone arches
and marl brick detail around the windows have been removed and replaced with red brick. The arch
over the front door and the transom and door itself, have all been replaced. The original roof has
been replaced with asphalt shingles. Dormer windows have been added to the gable roof (two on the
east and one on the west).

S.S. No. 3 – 527 CLOTHIER STREET WEST
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KENDRA FRASER
KEMPTVILLE, ON
K0G 1J0

The site of the former School S. S. No. 3, is being designated as being of historical value. This building
was erected in 1847. The first teacher at the school was Mr. John Conn. It is one of the earliest
remaining schoolhouses in the Municipality. Students were educated in the school until 1881, when a
newer school was constructed to a short distance to the west. This property was then sold for $105.
The original building was rectangular in form with a gable roof. It was built of cut coursed limestone,
which was covered over with stucco in the mid twentieth century. It has recently been renovated and
modern siding has now been installed over the stucco finish. The original form of the building can still
be discerned, despite being completely covered in modern cladding.
There is a centered doorway in the middle of the long (front) wall, which was the location of the
original entrance of the school. Portions of the original stonework, which were exposed during recent
renovations, revealed cut stone voussoirs forming the flat arch over the windows. A new addition
was added to the rear of the building in 2011.
This former school played an integral role in the education of children in North Grenville. Although it
resembles little of the original school, it is an important piece of the history of education within this
community. This designation is for historical purposes and does not include the architectural
elements of the structure.

ST. ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN OXFORD MILLS – 61 WATER
STREET
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DANIEL SPRING
61 WATER STREET
OXFORD MILLS, ON K0G 1S0

The First Presbyterian Church (Lot 20, Concession 5, Oxford-on-Rideau)
In 1819, Reverend Robert Boyd, D.D., arrived as minister to the Prescott Presbyterian Church. He had
been sent from the Church of Scotland, where he had received his Doctorate from Queens, the Church
of Scotland University. The following year he started to hold mid-week services in Mountain, South
Mountain and Oxford-on-Rideau Township.
By 1826, a church had been built in South Gower, and many from the area gathered there for Divine
Worship. It was constructed in what is now the South Gower Cemetery, in about the location of the
present vault.
In the early 1830’s, the work had grown to the point where Reverend Boyd petitioned the Church of
Scotland for a minister. Subsequently, in the spring of 1834, Reverend Joseph Anderson arrived to take
up his duties. He had a three point charge: Mountain, South Gower and Oxford. In order to augment
his minister’s stipend, Reverend Anderson acquired land to farm in South Gower. This farm was located
on Scott Road and the Nine Mile (South Gower Drive). Reverend Anderson’s ministry lasted from 1834
to 1857.

On August 2nd, 1834, lands were purchased by three Trustees of the religious congregation of
Presbyterians in Oxford-on-Rideau. The Trustees were John Dool, Robert Leo Kernahan and Andrew
Homes. They paid John Hobson the sum of ten pounds for a half-acre of land, for the site of a church
and burying ground. In the fall of 1834, after the harvest season, construction began on churches at
Hallville (Mountain Township) and in Oxford-on-Rideau Township at Lot 20, Concession 5, on Bedell
Road at the corner of Dennison Road. The church in Oxford was a plain, simple building, twenty-five
feet square, built out of logs. The land between the church and the extreme north-eastern corner of the
property was used as a cemetery.
In 1845, Reverend W.J. McDowell held services in this log building prior to commencing construction of
the St. Paul Presbyterian Church in Kemptville.
In 1884, the remains of the early settlers who had been buried there were moved to the new Union
Cemetery, which had just been opened at the south end of Oxford Mills. On January 15th, 1895, three
Trustees of the Presbyterian Church in Oxford Mills, having been authorized by the congregation,
conveyed the land and old church to the adjoining land owner, Hamilton Moorehead. The old church
building was moved up beside the other farm buildings on the farm and eventually demolished. One of
the large headstones was later incorporated as the hearth of a fireplace in a nearby farmhouse.
Today, the only indication of the first church and burying ground is a commemorative plaque which was
erected near the site in 1984. The ministers of that first church, who were responsible for the pastoral
care of the congregation were as follows:
1820-1834 Reverend Robert Boyd
1834-1857(?) Reverend Joseph Anderson
1845-1857 Reverend W.J. McDowell
1857-1868 Reverend Charles Quinn
1868-1872 Reverend W. Bennett
1873-1875 Reverend James Douglas
1876-1879 Reverend G.M. Clark
1880-1883 Reverend J. McIntyre
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Oxford Mills
In 1880, Trustees of the Church (John A. Lamrock, Samuel Miles Buck and Thomas Anderson) procured
one-half acre of land in the Village of Oxford Mills from Michael Hanlon, for the site of a new church.
This new church was not always known as St. Andrew’s. It was first called the Central Presbyterian
Church at Oxford Mills. In 1896, it became the Oxford Mills Presbyterian Church. In 1925, at the time of
Church Union (although it did not join Church Union), its name was changed to St. Andrew’s.
In the early days, the back section of the church yard was a burying ground. When the Union Cemetery
opened, south of the Village in 1884, some of the bodies were relocated there. However, according to
local sources there are still twenty-eight bodies interred here.
In addition to the church, there was also a large drive shed on the grounds which stood there well into
the twentieth century. It was relocated on the site, farther back from the road, when the foundation
was underpinned in 1897. It was set behind the church, and the path to it was very narrow.
Consequently, if the horses got away at all, they would damage the headstones which were already

experiencing deterioration from the natural elements. Consequently, the headstones were gathered up
and incorporated into a cairn which was erected on the site in the spring of 1978 in memory of the early
members of the congregation who were buried there.
The ministers responsible for pastoral care of the congregation were as follows:
1883-1899 Reverend H.J. McDiarmid
1889-1907 Reverend J. Chisolm
1907-1910 Reverend A.L. Howard
1910-1913 Reverend C.C. Salisbury
1913-1925 Reverend P.A. MacLeod
1926-1930 Reverend A.J. Fowlie
1934-1938 Reverend H.J. Hurlow
1938-1939 Reverend B.D. Armstrong
1940-1943 Mr. H.L. Henderson (student)
1944-1948 Reverend J.A. Botting
1950-1954 Reverend M.N. MacDonald
1955
Reverend James Hamilton
1956-1958 Reverend L. Louis De Groot
1959-1961 Reverend S. Lotfi
1961-1963 Reverend P.W. Murray, A.W. MacLeod, Reverend D. Baldson
1963-1967 Reverend John Anderson
1968-1972 Reverend Jonathon Greene
1972-1977 Reverend J.P. Schissler
1978Reverend S.J. Kennedy
Architectural Significance:
The cornerstone for the church was laid on May 26th, 1882. The stone for the building was quarried on
Robert Patton’s farm in Lot 13, Concession 5, west of Oxford Mills on the Bishop’s Mills Road. The stone
was drawn to the site on the new church by men of the congregation. Joseph Wilson was the mason and
William N. Acton did the carpentry work. The church was officially opened on May 20th, 1883, by
Reverend Grant, the Principal of Queen’s University in Kingston.
The building is rectangular in form with a high pitched gable roof. There is one tower, located in the
centre of the front façade, which houses a vestibule and belfry above and is topped by an octagonal
steeple. The front of the tower is supported by two buttresses. The whole structure is raised on a stone
plinth.
The building is constructed of coursed rough-cut limestone masonry and is accentuated by masonry
details such as rusticated stone face on the quoins and buttresses with tooled exposed corners. The
window sills are plain lug-style, each consisting of a single piece of limestone which has tooled corners
and bush-hammered faces. The heads of all masonry openings have rusticated-face stone voussoirs and
the keystones in the arches are diamond-shaped sandstone.
The windows in the nave and vestibule are gothic-style with pointed arches. The windows are glazed
with lace tracery design glass and coloured glass in the uppermost section of the sash. There are two
leaded glass windows in the vestibule which appear to be of a more recent date.

The doors are gothic-style louvred openings on the sides of the belfry and a round louvered opening on
the front. The main entrance is on the south side of the vestibule and consists of double plank style
doors. The head of the door opening has a flattened gothic-style arch.
The eaves of the roof have exposed rafter ends with a single molded fascia board. There is a marble date
stone in the front of the tower with the inscription:
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN CANADA
1882
Designation Restrictions:
The designation includes the form, scale and massing of the building, including the roof shape and
steeple; and includes the north, east and west facades of the building and their original exterior
architectural elements. The designation does not cover the modern addition on the west side of the
building and does not include the interior of the building.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH IN OXFORD MILLS – 99
MAPLEWOOD AVENUE
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MARCUS HARVEY
246 MCDONNEL ST
PETERBOROUGH, ON K9H 2W3

St John the Evangelist Church in Oxford Mills is recommended for designation as being of architectural and
historical value. This one-storey building was constructed of stone which was quarried at the nearby Harris
Quarry1 on Bedell Road, and was hauled to the site by the local parishioners. Prior to that, in 1866, church
services were held in the village on weekdays by Reverend H. L. Jones, a Curate under Reverend J. Stannage,
the Rector of Kemptville. According to Reverend Stannage’s diary in 1867 “the people of Oxford Mills, where I
go every fortnight, have raised $600.00 towards a church, and a building committee has been appointed, and
they are about to secure a site. They agreed upon a site, and hauled the stone upon it giving their work
gratuitously.” The building committee consisted of “Messrs. Chas. Jones, Joseph Todd and Jas Maley.” The
original piece of land, where the stone was hauled to, was owned by Richey Waugh, who had agreed, as late
as December 3rd 1867, to donate it for the church. However, after several attempts to acquire the deed from
him, his offer was finally abandoned by the congregation on July 1st 1868. The building committee was
authorized to purchase another site, in or near Oxford Mills. Subsequently, they purchased the present site
from Robert Patterson, on July 15th 1868, for the sum of $120.00. On the following day, the members of the
congregation had a “bee” to move the quarried stones from Mr. Waugh’s land to the new building lot.
Stannage’s diary goes on to note that on March 3rd 1869, the building committee, “accepted plans and offers
of donations from English people, and agreed to call the Church St. John’s, and to draw the timber wanted.
Tenders to be received and masons’ work to be done by Sept. 1st .” On April 19th of that same year the
committee accepted the tender for the masonry work from “Mr. Noblet.” On June 10th 1869, the sod was
turned for the new church, “after reading Psalm 132 and offering suitable prayers.” Stannage continues, “I
broke the sod, and Mr. Spencer2 the next after me, after which 15 men went to work cheerfully as free
labourers.” The cornerstone was laid on July 29th 1869 by Archdeacon Patton. Stannage writes that there

were, “... about 200 persons present, $27.00 deposited on stone in small offerings. Luncheon served under
the trees. This is the 11th church of my life. May it be the Gate to Heaven to many a soul.”

